Navigation & Overtaking
1. General Positioning

On the river, you proceed to the right of centre in either direction.   

Given that there is a stream flowing, boats proceeding against the stream will want to stay close to the bank;  boats proceeding with the stream will want to stay closer to the centre – but still to RIGHT OF CENTRE.

Make sure you know which way the stream is flowing – we have both incoming and outgoing tides on our reach and you should understand how to spot which is which (if unsure, ask)

2. Overtaking Slower Boats

The incident occurred because it was necessary for a crew to overtake a slower (motor) boat.

The rule is that you overtake to the portside (left side) of the slower boat – exactly the same as driving on the Continent, in fact. Ideally they will move to their right (starboard) to give you room.
HOWEVER (and this is important) – many large motor craft will not “tuck in” for fear of running aground closer to the bank.  They will tend to hog the middle lines.  This means if you overtake according to the rules you will be on the wrong side of the river.

SO, you have to slow down and not overtake until it is safe to do so, or move up alongside on the inside – close to the right hand bank where they will not go.  BUT, such a manoeuvre requires awareness and co-operation from the skipper of the slower boat, and unfortunately it is rare that you will get this.  YOU MUST ACT SAFELY AND CANNOT ASSUME ANYTHING.

3. Passing Oncoming Traffic

ALWAYS pass Port-To-Port (strokeside to strokeside, left to left)
Please ask if anything is unclear.
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